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How the tapestry was made 


On page 2 of this book is the picture of an 
old Anglo-Saxon king with a crown on his 
head. He is talking with two noblemen. 
This picture is from a copy which an artist 
has made in ink on paper. “The picture 
which he copied was stitched in coloured 
wools on linen. “The man who planned the 
picture and the men or women who stitched 
it died more than eight hundred years ago, 
but if you could go to the museum at 
Bayeux in France you might see it now. 

The strip of linen on which this picture 
appears is more than seventy-five yards long. 
(Boys and girls often run a seventy-five yards 
race at school sports.) It is about twenty 
inches high and it is embroidered with 
pictures along its whole length. Ifyou could 
look at it yourself, you would find that the 
picture of the king is more than three times 
as big as the one in your book. “The picture 
of the archer shown on page 32 is the same 
size as his picture on the tapestry. But then 
the archer is only one of a number of little 
figures who are running along the bottom of 
part of the embroidery. 
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1. King Edward talking with two noblemen 


People call the embroidery a tapestry, but 
a real tapestry is a kind of cloth. A weaver 
weaves it on a loom. He has a copy beside 
him of the picture he wants to make, and 
he arranges his coloured threads so that the 
picture is part of the cloth. 

All along the middle part of the ‘ tapestry ’ 
are big pictures which tell a story. The parts 
of the story are not divided from each other. 
Writing in Latin is tucked in below the 
upper border to explain what is happening. 
It is left out of the pictures here. Look, and 
guess where it came. Borders are filled in 
chiefly with a kind of pattern of queer animals 
and birds, but sometimes with more inter- 
esting things. Pages 22 to 24 tell about these. 


The colours used in the tapestry 


The people who stitched the pictures had 
eight colours to work with. The king shown 
in picture 1, Edward the Confessor, has his 
hair and his beard stitched in black. His 
crown and his sceptre are filled in in yellow. 
So is his belt and so are his stockings. He 
wears a dark green robe and light blue 
shoes. The nobles with whom he is talking 
both have yellow cloaks, but the front one 
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has a red tunic and light blue stockings and 
the back one a dark blue tunic and red 
stockings. Altogether six different colours 
have been used to make this picture. The 
two other colours which the workers had to 
choose from were grey and light green. 
The archer shown on page 32 has a light 
green tunic. 


The story told in the tapestry 


This is the story of the Norman Conquest. 
It begins with King Edward the Confessor 
sitting on his throne (picture 1). “The front 
man with whom he is talking is Earl Harold. 
Next to the king, Harold is the most impor- 
tant man in England at this time. His 
sister is the king’s wife. Edward is speaking 
about a visit to France which Harold is to 
pay. Now look at picture 2. Harold is 
riding towards the sea coast. He has his 
hawk on his wrist and his hounds race before 
him. He must be hoping to go hunting 
when he gets to France. If the picture was 
coloured as it is in the real tapestry you 
would not be surprised to see that Harold 
wears a red tunic and a yellow cloak. But 
you might be surprised to find that his horse 
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3. Harold wading to a rowing-boat 
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5. Guy’s servants seize Harold 
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has been stitched in green, with its back legs 
red, and that his hawk is coloured blue. 
The people who made the tapestry liked 
cheerful colours. 

Picture 3 shows Harold at the shore. He 
has taken off his cloak and his long yellow 
stockings. He has tucked up his short 
breeches and his tunic and he is wading out 
to a rowing-boat. He is still carrying his 
hawk on his wrist and has a little hound 
tucked under his arm. Three sailors mean- 
while are using long oars to prevent the boat 
from going aground on the shore. The 
rowing-boat takes Harold to the sailing-ship 
which you see in picture 4. The steersman 
at the stern of the ship is trying with his 
great paddle to steer a right course. The 
look-out man at the top of the mast has seen 
land ahead, for a sailor is preparing to lower 
an anchor. 

Picture 5 shows that Harold has landed 
safely, but he is immediately taken prisoner. 
Strong winds have blown Harold’s ship to 
a part of the French coast which belongs to 
a certain Count Guy. The Count wants to 
know what Harold is doing there. 

In picture 6 we can see Harold riding as a 
prisoner in front of Count Guy. Harold 
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still keeps his hawk on his wrist, but his 
spurs have been taken away. Besides, he is 
no longer holding his horse’s reins. How- 
ever, Harold is not going to be Count Guy’s 
prisoner for long. Soon he is brought by the 
order of William Duke of Normandy to 
William’s Court. Count Guy is afraid of the 
powerful duke and dare not keep Harold. 
So in picture 7 Harold can be seen standing 
speaking to the duke, who is sitting on a 
throne. You can see that Harold has a 
moustache and William is clean-shaven. 
William of Normandy is kind to Harold. 
He takes him with him when he goes out to 
fight. Picture 8 shows a siege in which 
Harold is able to share. The place besieged 
is called Dinan. The man who planned the 
picture had not space to make the town 
nearly big enough in proportion to the size 
of the men on it or of the men and horses 
attacking it. You have to guess that he is 
showing you a wooden tower set on a mound. 
Round the bottom of the mound runs a 
ditch. The tower is protected by a high 
fence or palisade. A bridge, strong enough 
for horses to use, leads to one of the gates in 
the fence. Men from the castle are defending 
it. They are throwing spears at William’s 
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6. Harold rides as a prisoner 
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7. Harold speaking to Duke William 
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9. Harold taking the oath 
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mounted men as they charge at the gate. 
Other soldiers of Duke William have got on 
to the mound. They are carrying torches, 
to burn down the fence. But the place will 
besaved. On the right side of the picture you 
can see the Duke of Brittany to whom the 
town belongs. He is handing out the keys 
on the end of a lance. This means that he 
has surrendered to Duke William. 

Though William of Normandy seems 
friendly to Harold at this time (another 
picture shows that he makes him a knight), 
he will not let Harold return to England 
till he has sworn that he will take William 
for his lord. That means that he is ready to 
take William as King of England when 
Edward the Confessor dies. Picture 9 shows 
Harold standing with his arms outstretched. 
Each hand is touching a chest covered with 
an embroidered cloth. The chests are 
standing on altars. Each chest contains 
what are called relics, the bones of saints. 
This is supposed to make Harold’s promise 
specially solemn. Duke William is sitting on 
his throne with his sword in his hand. He is 
listening to Harold. So are his servants. 

Harold returns to England. Picture 10 
shows that he goes to see the old king. 


Harold does not look very happy. Edward 
the Confessor has been occupied with the 
building of a great church, the first West- 
minster Abbey. The work is just ended. 
In picture 11 you can see a man climbing up 
to put a weathercock on the tower. The 
hand above the church is supposed to be the 
hand of God. He is blessing the new church. 
But when Edward talks to Harold he is 
feeling old and ill. He has a long stick to 
help him to walk. Soon afterwards Edward 
dies and his body is carried to a tomb in the 
new Abbey Church. (His tomb can still be 
seen in the Westminster Abbey of today.) 
Edward the Confessor is dead and Harold 
sits on his throne. He has been chosen king 
by the English people. Picture 12 shows him 
with a crown on his head. In his right hand 
is a sceptre. In his left hand he holds a 
golden ball called an orb. It has a jewelled 
cross on the top. An archbishop stands at 
Harold’s left hand. You can tell that he 
is an archbishop by the clothes that he wears. 
Other priests also have their hair shaved on 
the top of their heads. (This is called being 
tonsured.) Other priests may wear the 
special garments which the archbishop is 
wearing, all except one. Only an arch- 
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11. The first Westminster Abbey 


Ò mm Mi 
4 a) AA iy y fy KA 
Vi n AO ug zi 
TIDA Griz 
REFIN In 


ATTY 
E BQO 
A“ “te Ye Ma 
7 ee 
SESA, ; We N ANN 
A EG Bees, VAY 
it E SZACION 
EN W l = Ww wu l 
r NAN f $ f 
Li ; “4 Aha 


SRR \ 
v 
ANANASA N 


= 


~. 
Mb) 
menn 
Mi SIRÈT 
x SS 


) 


12. Harold is crowned 
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bishop can wear what looks like a big 
embroidered collar with a long embroidered 
strip hanging down the front. This is called 
the pallium, or pall. The archbishop’s name 
is Stigand. 

The crown which is used at the coronation 
of a king or queen of England today is called 
St. Edward’s Crown. It is a copy of the 
one worn by Edward the Confessor and 
Harold. ‘That one was destroyed about 
three hundred years ago. Before the new 
monarch is crowned an orb is placed in his 
or her hands. The orb, as in Harold’s day, 
is a golden ball with a cross on the top. 
Both the cross and the ball are set with 
jewels. The orb is there to remind the 
monarch that Christ is the real ruler of all 
the round world. Afterwards the monarch 
is given two sceptres to hold. The one in 
his right hand has a cross, the one in his left 
hand has a dove at the top. 

Harold has been crowned king, but the 
English people are unhappy. As picture 13 
shows, a strange star, a comet, has appeared 
in the sky. (This comet, we know, appears 
in the sky once in about every seventy-seven 
years. ‘The last time it appeared was in 
1910.) Harold's servants have never heard 
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of this strange star. They think that it means 
bad luck. Harold is told about it. Under 
the part of picture 13 which shows Harold 
hearing the news is a little picture of boats 
rocking on the sea. Perhaps Harold is 
supposed to be thinking, ‘ William of Nor- 
mandy is going to prepare ships to come 
against me.’ 

William does prepare to come against 
Harold. He builds the fleet which Harold 
fears. In the section called How the Normans 
make their ships the Norman shipwrights pre- 
paring boards and building boats are shown. 
Picture 14 here carries on the tale. You can 
see Normans bearing coats of mail and 
helmets and swords down to the boats. 
There is a cart, too, with a great barrel of 
wine and a stack of spears. One man is 
bearing a wine-skin and another man a 
smaller barrel. 

The fleet sails. Picture 15 shows Duke | 
William's ship, with a smaller ship sailing | ( E A 
close beside it. ‘They are coming near to the ii 
shore of England. “The duke's ship carries 
plenty of pear-shaped shields. At the stern 
of the ship you can see a figure. It is the 
gilded figure of a boy, who is blowing a 
horn and carrying a banner. Below the 15. William sali to England 
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17. Norman cooks prepare dinner 


cross is a signal lantern. After dark it will 
be lighted to mark the moment for going 
ashore. 

When the Normans land, as picture 16 
shows, they make Englishmen provide them 
with food. You can see an ox. There is a 
sheep just about to be killed. A man is 
shouldering a dead pig. Another, probably, 
was drawn carrying a boulder. His face 
was worked in by mistake! In picture 17 
you can see what the Normans do with 
some of the meat. They put it into a great 
stew-pot which hangs over a fire. Some 
of the best pieces, and some chickens too, 
they have pierced with long skewers called 
spits. They have put these on a shelf at 
the back to wait for roasting. Another cook 
is lifting rolls on to a tray from the top of a 
kind of oven. There is going to be a fine feast. 

Harold and his men prepare to ‘fight. 
Norman knights expect to fight on horse- 
back, but the Englishmen think it is more 
English to fight on foot. In picture 18 you 
can see a small part of the great battle shown 
in the tapestry. Trained soldiers, ‘huscarles’, 
of England, arestanding in line on the top ofa 
hill near Hastings. They have made their long 
shields into a wall. They have a good stock 
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of javelins or throwing spears, and many 
are hurling these spears at the mounted 
Normans who are charging at them up the 
hill. One is swinging a battle-axe. At the 
back you can see one man without armour 
who is shooting with a bow. But the English 
have not many bowmen. 

Backing up the men in armour are other 
soldiers. ‘They have no coats of mail or 
helmets. Picture 19 shows some of them 
with shields and spears. One in the picture 
has a big axe. At first the English fought 
so well behind their wall of shields that the 
Normans were driven back. Now some 
Englishmen have broken their ranks and 
pursued the Normans downhill. They are 
suffering for it. Many soldiers have been 
killed. The Norman bowmen are going to 
shoot their arrows into the crowd of English 
soldiers. They will hold on till they hear 
that Harold has been killed and then’ they 
will flee. William of Normandy will be 
crowned king, but the tapestry does not 
show this. 


Who made the tapestry 


CQ No one is quite sure who made it. Some 
19. The battle goes on people have thought that Queen Matilda. 
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the wife of William the Conqueror, made it 
It is much more likely that it was made b ' 
English ladies at the order of the Bishop of 
Bayeux. His name was Odo and he was a 
half-brother of Duke William. The bisho 
is brought into the story as an eens 
person, though that does not show on the 
pictures in this book. At the feast which 
the Normans hold before the battle the 
bishop blesses the food. When there is a 
council of war before the battle the bisho 
is there, giving advice. During the ball 
the bishop, on horseback, cheers on the 
troops. “The tapestry was kept at Bayeux 
and later on used to be hung round the 
cathedral on special occasions. 


The pictures in the border 


Not all the pictures are of curious animals 
and birds. A few are pictures from stories 
which we call Aesop’s Fables. In the lower 
border of picture 3 you can see two of these 
pictures. One shows a raven sitting on a 
tree. A fox sits below. The raven has been 
holding a piece of cheese which the fox 
wants. He has told the raven what a 
beautiful bird he is, which has pleased the 
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raven very much. Then the fox has added 
that if the raven’s voice is as lovely as his 
feathers he is the most wonderful bird in the 
forest. The silly raven has opened his beak 
to sing, and you can see the cheese dropping 
into the mouth of the cunning fox. The 
second picture shows a wolf who is picking 
a quarrel with a lamb. The lamb has come 
down to drink at the stream. The wolf says 
that the lamb is making his water muddy. 
The lamb points out that he is drinking 
water from lower down the stream, so he 
cannot be spoiling the wolf’s clean water. 
But the wolf is going to make other excuses 
to attack the lamb, just because he wants to 
eat him. 

Other little pictures show hunting scenes. 
In the lower border of picture 4 you can see 
forest animals and a hawk swooping down 
on his prey. In the lower border of picture 
5 two men with clubs are running behind 
hounds in the chase. In some parts of the 
border there are farming pictures. 

Sometimes the big picture fills part of the 
border. In picture 7 the palace fills the 
upper border. In picture 13 the comet 
streams along the upper border. Harold’s 
dream or thoughts about ships are below. 
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When the battle begins, the lower border 
becomes filled with dead soldiers and their 
weapons. You can see this in pictures 18 
and 19. Towards the end this border is 
filled with rows of Norman bowmen such 
as the archer on page 32. 


Some things to look at specially 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

The tapestry tries to show what the new 
church looked like. You can see that it had 
round arches. In Life in a Manor House 
you will see that the Normans usually made 
doors and windows with round arches at the 
top. The church also had a big tower. If 
you go to Westminster Abbey today you 
will not see that big tower, though there is 
a pair of towers at the west end of the church. 
Nor will you see windows with round arches. 
The tops of the windows are pointed. 
Edward the Confessor’s church was pulled 
down later, though not all of it at the same 
time. In its place was built the church with 
pointed arches. Henry III, who was king 
between 1216 and 1272, was the first king to 
make big changes. Of course, an abbey 
means a monastery and the church was only 
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a part of Westminster Abbey. If you go to 
the cloister behind the church, you may be 
able to see a building with round arches 
which is part of Edward the Confessor's 
abbey. It is called the Norman Undercroft. 
An undercroft is a place underneath another 
building. The monks’ dormitory was above 
the undercroft. (English Monasteries explains 
about abbey buildings.) 


THE CLOTHES WORN BY MEN 
The usual dress of a man is a tunic. Some 
of the servants of Duke William wear a 
divided tunic which makes loose breeches. 
You can see two of these men in picture 16. 
One is holding the dead pig, the other the 
circular loaf. These two men seem to be 
Normans because they are clean shaven. 
If you look at the pictures of Englishmen 
shown on the tapestry, you will see that they 
ave moustaches. ! 
ae his tunic, each man wears stockings 
and shoes. On his head he wears a round 
cap. Ifhe is a noble or important person ep 
also wears a cloak. Picture 1 shows Harol 
with a second noble behind him. Each of 
them is wearing a cloak fastened by a big 
brooch on his right shoulder. Readers who 
25 


have used Blue Shelf books will know that 
this is the usual dress of Angles and Saxons. 


ARMOUR WORN IN BATTLE 

A shirt of chain mail is the usual armour 
of both Normans and Englishmen. These 
shirts are made with a slit at the back and 
front and look in the tapestry as if they had 
short legs. “The mail shirt is called a 
hauberk ora byrnie. It was made of links of 
iron and weighed from twenty-five to thirty 
pounds. “We know from other stories that 
soldiers preferred not to put on their 
hauberks till just before a battle. The 
hauberks shown in picture 14 each has a 
square of specially strong links on the chest 
to give extra protection. Each hauberk 
also has a hood of chain mail, to be worn 
under the helmet. Hoods do not show in 
picture 14 but you can see soldiers in 
picture 18 who are wearing both hoods and 
helmets 

The helmets shown in the tapestry are 
conical, that is, they are round with a point 
at the top. Each has a piece in front called 
a nasal, to protect the soldier’s nose. 

Most Englishmen and Normans cover 
their legs with leather boots or gaiters, but 
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some men seem to wrap their legs in cloth 
and fasten the cloth in place by strips of 
leather. There is one shown in picture 18 
who has his legs protected in this way. 


HOW THE NORMANS MAKE THEIR SHIPS 
The picture below shows men chopping 
down trees. A third man shapes a long 
plank with a special kind of axe. Other 
planks are piled near. Next in the tapestry 
come pictures of two unfinished boats. Two 
of the shipwrights bending over one boat 
have quite long beards. Now the tapestry 
shows boats being dragged to the sea. Cords 
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20. Men making ship boards 
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have been fastened to two of the boats. 
The cords pass over pulleys fastened to a 
post. This makes it easier for the men 
pulling on the ropes to get the boats moving. 
The boats are shaped like Viking boats. 
Some have a serpent's head at the prow. 
(Ships and Sailing shows these pictures and 
tells about Viking ships.) 


HOW THE NORMANS HOLD A FEAST 

Picture 17 has shown Normans preparing 
food. “The tapestry then shows servants 
handing newly-roasted chickens on spits to 
men at a table. This table may be a kind 


of side-board or it may be a table for the 

less important guests at the feast. There is 

a round bowl on the table and a knife and 

a round flat piece of bread. Behind the 

table is a man blowing a horn for dinner. 

Next we see the table for the important 
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people. It is curved round in the shape of 
a C. In the curve at the front a servant 
kneels. He has a towel over his arm and is 
offering a bowl of wine or, perhaps, of water, 
to Duke William. The duke is sitting 
between his guests. By his side, Bishop Odo 
is standing up to say grace. But the guests 
have already begun their meal. Two are 
drinking out of bowls. One of these has his 
elbow stuck right out in front of the duke! 
Another guest is tearing a fish to pieces and 
stuffing part of it into his mouth. In front 
of the guests are plates and bowls and 
knives. The Normans do not use forks. 


HOW THE NORMANS BURN DOWN AN ENGLISH 
HOUSE 
One of the things which made King 

Harold angry was the cruel way in which 

the Normans treated the English people and 
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their homes. “There is a picture of two Nor- 
mans burning down an English house before 
the battle of Hastings. “They carry torches 
and are setting fire to the roof. Most 
English houses have only one storey, but this 
is made with two storeys. In some bigger 
houses the family lived in the upper half. 
The lower half was a kind of undercroft 
with an arched roof." It would make a useful 
store place. From the lower storey a mother 


is coming out leading her little son by the 
hand. 
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Some pictures from the tapestry 
which you may find in other books 
I. HAROLD RESCUING TWO MEN 
When William is taking Harold to see him 
fight his enemies, the Normans have to cross 
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a river. Some of the men get caught in a 
quicksand. (There are still quicksands in 
this place.) Harold is so strong that he is 
able to rescue two of them. You can see 
him with one on his back. The other he is 
grasping by the wrist. In the border 
below is a picture of fish and wriggling eels. 


2. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR’S FUNERAL 

The king’s body, wrapped in dark cloth, 
is being carried to Westminster Abbey on 
a bier, or kind of stretcher. It has a big 
embroidered canopy. Two men support 
each of the poles of the bier in front and two 
at the back. Altogether there are eight 
bearers. Beside the bier two men or boys 
are walking, each carrying a bell in either 
hand. (Readers who have History, First 
Series, Book Two, can see the two bell-ringers 
at the end of their book.) Behind the bier 
walks a bishop carrying his staff. A bishop’s 
staff is shaped like a shepherd’s crook and 
is called a crozier. There are also several 
other priests. One in front carries an open 
book. You can tell that the men are priests 
because they are tonsured. 
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An archer from the border drawn the proper size. In the 
tapestry, his tunic is green, his bow, arrow and stockings 
and quiver are black 
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